Amanda Drury


A Look at the Acts of the Apostles

Chapter 1:  The disciples prepare for life without Jesus’ physical presence

Important incidents:

1:1-3 Luke reminds Theophilus of his last letter

1: 4-11 Jesus’ final instructions as He is taken up to heaven

1:12-14 The believers meet together constantly in prayer 

1:15-26 Matthias is chosen to replace Judas

Questions and observations:

· How did Jesus leave instructions through the Holy Spirit (2)?  

· The disciples were most likely expected a physical restoration of the kingdom.  Were they disappointed when He ascended into heave?

· Didn’t the Holy Spirit come at Pentecost?  How does this fit in with Luke and John’s testimonies that the Holy Spirit was breathed into them before Jesus ascended into heaven?

· The disciples were praying “constantly” together.

· How were the apostles different than the other believers?  What new tasks did Matthias take over that Barsabbas did not?

· Did the disciples cast lots because they didn’t yet have the Holy Spirit?  

· Was Saul/Paul supposed to be the twelfth disciple?

Chapter 2: The Holy Spirit comes at Pentecost and the church increases

Important incidents:

2:1-4 The Holy Spirit falls upon the disciples at Pentecost

2:5-13 The people’s response to the disciples experiencing the Spirit

2:14-35 Peter’s explanation of the presence of the Holy Spirit

2:36-41 Peter calls the people to repent and respond to the Holy Spirit

2:42-47 The commonality of the believers

Questions and observations:

· Had the disciples been in that same room from the time Jesus left until Pentecost?  

· Were they afraid?

· This caused great confusion among the people, “What does this mean? (12).

· Did they go outside and begin to speak?  How did other people hear them?

· This was Peter’s first chance to “feed the sheep” as he was commanded to do in the Gospel of John.

· Would the audience have been widely familiar with Jesus?

· It was “impossible” for death to hold on to Jesus.

· Acceptance meant baptism in this culture.

· I wonder how many of the 3000 remained in Christ.

· Is Acts 2:44-47 a how-to for the church today?

· Is the Holy Spirit constantly upon the disciples from this day forward?

Chapter 3: Christ’s power and authority in Peter is widely recognized

Important incidents:

3:1-10 Peter and John heal a beggar on the streets

3:11-16 Peter convicts the crowds of their actions against Jesus

3:17-26 Peter invites the crowd to seek forgiveness

Questions and observations:

· Was this the first miracle Peter preformed?

· Peter asks the man to look him in the eye—he is already to take him away from his beggar’s status.

· Peter gives what he has—not silver or gold, but Jesus Christ.  Do I offer what I have?  

· Peter speaks to the Jews through Jewish forefathers and prophets.

· Peter speaks as if they should not be surprised at the wonders of God—it should not be alarming that God would do such wonders.

· Peter tells them of their inheritance with Christ—he continues the story as the Jews know it.

· Peter claims that the Jews were acting out of ignorance when they had Jesus crucified.

· What is John doing during all this time?

Chapter 4: John and Peter are imprisoned as the Gospel spreads

Important incidents:

4:1-4 Peter and John are thrown into prison

4:5-12 Peter’s questioning and response/sermon

4:13-22 Peter and John are released

4:23-31 The believers’ prayer—offering thanks and making requests

4:32-35 The unity of possessions for the believers

Questions and observations:

· Why wasn’t Jesus ever thrown into prison when he preformed miracles?  It seems to be a bigger deal for Peter to heal that it was for Jesus.

· There was something different and distinct about those who had been with Jesus.

· The Pharisees hide from the Truth—they cannot deny the miracle, they simply desire to ignore it.

· Request number one: let the Word spread boldly.

· Request number two: perform miraculous signs and wonders.

· God answers their first request through the prayer’s testimonies—He uses them to answer their own prayer.

· How can we act out verses 32-35 in the church today?

Chapter 5:  The disciples suffer while Jesus is glorified

Important incidents:

4:36-5:11 Ananias and Sapphira give money deceitfully to the church

5:12-16 The apostles initiate healing throughout the city

5:17-20 The high priest and associates become jealous and throw the apostles into jail—an angel frees them

5:21-26 Newly released, the apostles again preach the word of God.

5:27-39 Gamaliel manages to subdue the high priest and his associates

5:40-42 The disciples ignore harsh commands to keep from preaching

Questions and observations:

· Is lying to the Holy Spirit the “unpardonable sin?”

· The disciples were highly respected (13).

· Why were they “highly regarded by the people?”

· Don’t offer anything less than the “full message” of the Gospel.

· Why weren’t the disciples punished for leaving the jail?  Was the high priest afraid?

· Who was Theudas?

· What does it mean to be “counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name?”

Chapter 6: How disputes are handled, and the rise of Stephen

Important incidents:

6:1-7 The dispute between the Grecian and Hebraic Jews concerning widows

6:8-7:1 The rise and arrest (questioning) of Stephen

Questions and observations:

· The disciples were quick to delegate.

· What “priests” are being referred to in 6:7?

· Delegates handled the disruptive people while the disciples prayed and spread the Word.  The disciples knew what their job was and what it wasn’t.

· Did Stephen have more grace and power than the disciples?  Why was he singled out?

· The thought of changing (Mosaic) customs was horrifying to the Jews.

Chapter 7: The martyrdom of Stephen

Important incidents:

7:2-53 Stephen’s response (sermon) to the charges

7:54-8:1a The death of Stephen and the introduction to Saul

Questions and observations:

· How was Stephen allowed to give such a lengthy response? 

· Perhaps Stephen was allowed to talk at length because the majority of what he said was common knowledge and readily believed by the Jews.

· Was his sermon open to the public?

· Stephen beings by sharing what they have in common (forefathers).

· The angels put the law into effect (7:53)?!

· Other than Jesus making reference, Stephen is the only person to refer to Jesus as the “Son of Man.”

· Stephen’s dying words resemble the words of Jesus at His death.

· What does it mean that Stephen “fell asleep?”  Did he not feel pain?

· Saul is introduced as one who is present giving approval.

Chapter 8: The spreading of the Gospel

Important incidents:

8:1b-4 Through the persecution of Saul and other leading Jews, the church at Jerusalem scatters

8:5-8 Philip ministers to and performs miracles in Samaria

8:9-13 Introduction of Simon the Sorcerer

8:14-25 Peter and John bring the Holy Spirit to Samaria and interact with Simon

8:26-40 Philip’s witness to the Ethiopian eunuch

Questions/observations:

· Perhaps the persecution was needed to force the church out of Jerusalem that the Word of God might spread to other regions.

· Those scattered preached the word “wherever they went.”

· Seeing Philip’s signs encouraged people to listen to his words.

· Philip brought joy to Samaria.

· What type of magic did Simon perform, and why did Philip’s signs impress him so much?

· Once again, John is present, but silent.

· Should pastors lay hands on new believers that they might experience the Holy Spirit?

· The Holy Spirit seems to set up “appointments” to witness to people.

· Philip’s evangelism style consisted of asking a simple question.

· Philip never forced the Gospel on the Ethiopian.

· Should there be requirements for baptism.

Chapter 9: The conversion and early ministry of Saul

Important incidents:

9:1-2 Saul requests and receives permission to persecute the Jews who have scattered.

9:3-9 Saul’s blindness and “Damascus Road experience”

9:10-19 Saul’s healing and interaction with Ananias

9:20-25 Saul begins to preach and is persecuted

9:26-31 Saul’s interaction with the disciples and his impact on the church

9:32-35 Peter heals Aeneas

9:36-43 Peter raises Tabitha from the dead

Questions/observations:

· When did Saul believe in Jesus?  Was his conversion when God spoke to him?

· What happened to the men traveling with Saul after they reached Ananias?

· Saul did not know whether or not his sight would be restored.

· What disciples were in Damascus—were they the twelve?

· Why were not the other disciples persecuted along with Saul?

· Why were the other disciples unable to raise Tabitha from the dead (who is Luke referring to when he says “disciples)?

Chapter 10: God does not show favoritism

Important incidents:

10:1-8 Introduction to Cornelius the God-fearer who is told to send for Peter

10:9-16 Peter’s vision

10:17-23 Peter converses with the messengers from Cornelius

10:24-48 Peter’s interaction with Cornelius

Questions/observations:

· Cornelius was already seeking God and honoring Him when the Lord spoke to him.

· God honors those who fear Him.

· God does not show favoritism.

· We are told to not call anything unclean that God has made clean.  Are there any traditions that I am holding onto that should be altered?

· Both Cornelius and Peter were listening, obedient, and faithful to the word of the Lord.

· What is a “memorial offering?”

Chapter 11:  The faith of the Christians at Antioch

Important incidents:

11:1-19 Peter explains how the Gentiles are able to be brothers and sisters in the Lord

11:20-21 The Gospel spreads further among the Gentiles in Antioch

11:22-26 Barnabas and Saul’s interaction with the believing Gentiles in Antioch

11:27-30 A great famine is prophesized and cared for.

Questions/observations:

· Household language is used in verse 14.  Does God still work through households?  Why did we shift to individual salvation experiences?

· Grace is seen where the gospel is preached (23).

· Peter’s humility--“Who was I to think I could oppose God?” v.17

· The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.

· How common were prophets in this time period?

· How soon after this prophecy did the famine take place?

· This is the first mention of prophecy in Acts.

Chapter 12:  Herod’s interaction with the disciples

Important incidents:

12:1-5 Herod has James killed and Peter imprisoned

12:6-19 Peter escapes from prison

12:20-25a The death of Herod

Questions/observations:

· Herod was acting to please the people.

· Prayer preceded Peter’s release.

· Peter continued on with his work after his miraculous escape (17).

· Peter wanted others to be encouraged by the miracle (17).

· God desires praise.

· God punishes the arrogant.

Chapter 13: Paul and Barnabas are sent out to preach

Important incidents:

13:1-3 Saul and Barnabas are called by the Holy Spirit and sent off

13: 4-12 Ministry on Cyprus and involvement with Bar-Jesus

13:13-41 Paul’s sermon in Pisidian Antioch

13:42-52 Paul and Barnabas are persecuted for their preaching

Questions/observations:

· Food seems to be very connected with early church worship (2).

· How did the Holy Spirit speak to the group?

· When and why did Saul change his name to Paul?

· Once again, Paul and Barnabas first visit the cities synagogue.

· Paul’s sermon is primarily composed of Old Testament knowledge—he is looking for a starting point with the Jews.

· The law of Moses cannot justify everything (39).

· It was the God-fearing women and “leading men” who drove Paul and Barnabas out of the region.

· Paul and Barnabas left without a ruckus and were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit.

Chapter 14: Paul and Barnabas’ ministry and persecution continue

Important incidents:

14:1-7 Paul and Barnabas encounter persecution in Iconium

14:8-10 Paul heals a crippled man in Lystra

14:11-18 Paul and Barnabas refute statements that they are gods

14:19-20 Paul and Barnabas are stoned but escape

14:21-28 Paul and Barnabas continue to preach in Lystra, Iconium, Antioch, Pisidia, Pamphylia, Perga, and Attalia

Questions/observations:

· Paul and Barnabas were “effective speakers.”  They had a gift.  They worked with excellence.

· They were spokesmen for the Lord (3).  They spoke while the Lord confirmed.

· How could Paul see the faith of the crippled man?

· Paul and Barnabas do not hesitate to tear their clothes and insist on their humanity.

· God is calling the nations to Himself (16).

· They speak for God by referring to His kindness.

· Paul and Barnabas went from gods to criminals in a short amount of time.

· They did not forget those they had already ministered to, but returned to them to encourage and strengthen their faith.

Chapter 15: Requirements for Gentile believers are established


Important incidents:

15:1-6 The issue of Gentile circumcision is brought up

15:7-11 Peter speaks against putting this “yoke” over the Gentiles’ heads

15:12-21 James confirms Peter’s assessment and suggests what should be done

15:22-29 The church writes a letter of instruction to Gentile believers

15:30-35 Paul, Barnabas, Judas, and Silas set out to deliver the letter

15:36-41 Paul and Barnabas disagree and part ways

Questions/observations:

· Did Paul agree with the Pharisees that the Gentiles should be circumcised?  

· God knows my heart (8).

· Giving of the Holy Spirit shows God’s acceptance (8).

· God does not distinguish between Jew and Gentile (9).

· When I put “yokes” on others, I am testing God.

· We are saved by grace (11).

· We should not make salvation difficult (19).

· The church sent a very clear, informative letter.  They made the requirements known.

· Much of what Paul and Barnabas do is encouraging others.

· Was it in the original plan for Barnabas and Paul to split up?  Were they able to affect more lives that way or did it actually hinder their ministries?

· What was Silas’ and Mark’s ministry like?

Chapter 16: Converts, miracles, and persecution


Important incidents:

16:1-5 Paul and Silas meet and take on Timothy

16:6-10 The Spirit changes Paul’s plans and leads him to Macedonia.

16:11-15 They enter Philippi and convert Lydia

16:16-21 Paul and Silas heal a demon possessed girl

16:22-24 Paul and Silas are thrown into prison

16:25-26 Paul and Silas are miraculously released from prison

16:27-35 Paul and Silas’ interaction with the jailor who becomes converted

16:36-40 Paul and Silas are encouraged to leave as Paul explains his Roman citizenship

Questions/observations:

· Paul still circumcises Timothy simply so that he will not be a stumbling block—what is today’s equivalence of this situation?  What are things that I do to avoid being a stumbling block?

· The Holy Spirit kept Paul from preaching in Asia.

· Paul left “at once” when he heard the Spirit calling him to Macedonia.

· The Lord “opened [Lydia’s] heart,” allowing her to receive the Gospel.

· Why is a demon testifying to God.  Did it have a choice or did it have to state Truth?  Was it trying to provide a negative connotation between Paul and the Gospel?

· Where was Timothy when Paul and Silas were thrown into jail?

· Why didn’t Paul explain his Roman citizenship earlier?  Was he unable to?  Was he trying to make the government indebted to him?

· Paul and Silas’ actions, not words, are what prompts the jailer to ask what he must do to be saved.

· The jailer’s entire family was baptized.  Did they have a choice? Did they all agree to convert or was this simply the case of a man leading his household?

· Paul is bold (37)!

Chapter 17: Paul uses reason to gain converts and troubles

Important incidents:

17:1-4 Paul has a flourishing ministry that begins in Thessalonica’s synagogue

17:5-9 Paul is accused of causing trouble

17:10-15 Paul escapes to Berea

17:16-24 Paul’s assessment of the idols in Athens

17:24-31 Paul speaks of the supremacy of Christ vs. their idols

17:32-34 the reaction of the crowd to Paul’s sermon

Observations/questions:

· Paul used reasoning, explanations, and proclamations to spread the Gospel.

· The Jews were jealous of Paul’s popularity.

· The Bereans were more receptive of the Gospel due to their “noble character.”

· The Thessalonians continue to cause trouble for Paul—they follow him and stir up the crowds.

· Sin distresses Paul.

· Paul knew that the Athenians “spent their time doing nothing but talking about and listening to the latest ideas.”  He knew his audience, and reasoned in a way that would affect them the most.

· Paul begins his sermon by affirming them and speaking on their own level.

· Paul eve quotes some of their poets to find common ground.

· God will no longer overlook injustice of other nations.

· Paul personalizes Christ’s death for them.

Chapter 18: The events surrounding the start of Paul’s third missionary journey

Important incidents:

18:1-8 Paul in Corinth

18:9-11 The Lord speaks to Paul and encourages him

18:12-17 Paul is brought before Gallio and released

18:18-23 Paul prepares for his third missionary journey

18:24-28 Apollos is discipled

Observations/questions:

· Again, Paul uses reason to win people over to the Lord.

· Paul worked until he knew that their blood was no longer on his hands.  He knew when to stop and move on.

· Paul has another occupation that opens doors for him.

· Paul declares that he will now speak to the Gentiles.

· Once again comes the issue of household salvation and baptism.

· Paul has his haircut off as a result of a vow he had taken.

· Paul had boundaries—he knew when to leave and give to people.

· Paul leaves his plans and destinations to the will of God.

· Paul begins his third missionary journey.

· Priscilla and Acquila don’t reprimand Apollos for his lack of knowledge, they instruct him in the way to go.

Chapter 19: Paul in Ephesus

Important incidents:

19:1-7 The Ephesians receive the Holy Spirit

19:8-22 Knowledge and fear of the Lord spreads throughout the land

19:23-27 Demetrius stirs up trouble for Paul

19:28-41 Riot in the Ephesian theater

Observations/questions:

· What is evidence of the Holy Spirit?  Tongues and prophecy?

· Paul left when the gospel was being maligned.

· Even the demons believe in God.

· The demons made people fear God.

· When did the beloved disciple and Mary move to Ephesus?

· Artemis was one of the most powerful gods in the world at the time.

· Her temple (one of the seven wonders of the ancient world) was known to house the first official bank.  Paul would have endangered the economy if people turned away from her.

· The theater could hold between 24,000 and 25,000 people—they all rushed in “as one man.”

· Paul thought he could have delivered the sermon of a lifetime in the theater.  He took advantage of crowds.

· Mob rules—most did not even know why they were there rioting.

Chapter 20: Paul’s goodbye and hints of his upcoming death

Important incidents:

20:1-6 Paul’s travels through Macedonia and Greece

20:7-12 Eutychus is raised from the dead

20:13-24 Paul warns of his impending death

20:25-31 Paul warns the Ephesian’s elders of the dangers within the flock

20:32-38 Paul leaves them with blessings and prayers

Observations/questions:

· Paul has a pattern of encouraging the disciples before he leaves a town.

· “As Paul talked on and on…” he spoke all through the night.

· Paul had a plan and a purpose—he was not wandering around aimlessly.

· Paul warns that his death is coming.

· Paul knows that he can leave cities with his hands free of blood.

· He gives continual calls to be on your guard.

· God bought the church with His blood.

· Grace builds us up and gives an inheritance to the sanctified.

· Paul says to follow his example in giving.

· There seems to be some sort of funeral for Paul.

· Paul knows he has a specific task.

Chapter 21: Paul prepares for death in Jerusalem

Important incidents:

21:1-3 The travel to Jerusalem

21:4-16 Paul is urged to avoid Jerusalem

21:17-26 Paul arrives in Jerusalem and gives a report of his work

21:27-32 An uprising occurs

21:33-36 Paul is arrested

21:37-22:21 Paul addresses the mob

Observations/Questions:

· Though people “urged in the Spirit” for him to stay, still, Paul went.

· Agabus prophesies that the Jews will hand over Paul to the Gentiles.

· Paul seems to want to die in Jerusalem.

· They did what they could and ended with, “The Lord’s will be done.”

· Why were not James and the other disciples arrested?

· They speak of people who believe and are zealous for the Law.

· Paul defends himself and says he does not revolt against Moses.

· Paul caused a fury though no one could pinpoint why.

· The Jews seem to be most upset over Paul’s acceptance of the Gentiles.

Chapter 22: Paul preaches and is imprisoned

Important incidents:

21:37-22:21 Paul addresses the mob

22:22-29 Paul makes known his Roman citizenship

22:30-21:9 Paul before the Sanhedrin

Observations/questions:

· Paul for respected for speaking their language.

· Is this the same Gamaliel as mentioned earlier?

· Paul uses the power of his narrative.

· Paul was chose to “see the Righteous One.”

· The crowd listened until he spoke of the Gentiles.

· Once again, Paul pulls out his Roman citizen trump card.

· Anyone who is not a Roman citizen is a second class citizen

Chapter 23: Paul on trial

Important incidents:

22:30-23:9 Paul before the Sanhedrin

23:10-11 Paul in jail

23:12-22 Paul’s nephew uncovers a plot for his life

23:23-34 Paul is sent to Caesarea

Observations/questions:

· Once again, Paul declares that he is finished and that he has done his job well.

· Paul seems to coerce the Pharisees and Sadducees into an argument.

· Paul knew how to get the Pharisees on his side.

· Paul is put into jail for protection.

· God comes to Paul and tells his that he will testify in Rome.

· People were obsessed with seeing Paul come to death.

· Paul is to testify before Felix.

Chapter 24: Paul’s teachings reach Felix the governor

Important incidents:

24:1-9 Paul is accused of disrupting the peace

24:10-21 Paul speaks in his defense.

24:22-27 Felix dealings with Paul

Observations/questions:

· Paul is accused of disrupting peace.

· Paul is very respectful to the governor.

· Paul specifically mentions that he has hope in the resurrection of the righteous and the wicked.

· Paul’s goal is to keep his conscience clear before God and man.

· Felix “was well acquainted with the Way.

· Friends took care of Paul—they came and ministered to the minister.

· The Truth that Paul preached caused Felix to be in fear.

· Felix wants convenience, not Truth.

· Paul did not offer the bribe Felix was secretly hoping for.

· Paul is left in prison as a favor to the Jews.

Chapter 25:  Paul before Festus

Important incidents:

25:1-5 Festus’ dealings with the Jews

25:6-12 Paul’s defense in front of Festus

25:13-22 Festus speaks with King Agrippa

25:23-27 Paul speaks in front of King Agrippa

Observations/questions:

· Paul comes across very just—“If, however, I have done anything deserving death, I do not refuse to die” (11).

· Paul speaks with great reason.

· Did Paul know that he could have been free had he not appealed to Caesar or was he simply trying to witness to the emperor?

· Paul was very respectful of Caesar—he respected those who were in command.

· Festus is very perplexed as to how this situation should be handled—he seeks the counsel of others.

· Because of the delay, Paul also gets to witness to Agrippa.

Chapter 26:  Paul before Agrippa

Important incidents:

26:1-23 Paul speaks to Agrippa in his defense

26:24-27 Paul speaks to Agrippa in defense of his own sanity

26:28-32 The conclusions that Agrippa comes to
Observations/questions:

· Once again, Paul is very respectful to those in authority—he even flatters him by saying that Agrippa is well aware of Jewish customs.

· Paul was one of the strictest Pharisees.

· Paul is on trial for the hope that he has in God (6).

· Paul points out that it is only natural for God to raise the dead—there is nothing unusual in that statement.

· Once again, Paul relies on the power of his story…what is my story?

· Paul was sent to open eyes and turn the darkness into light.

· Paul preached that people should repent and prove their repentance by their deeds.

· It is because of God’s help that Paul is not already dead.

· Interestingly, Festus interrupts Paul when he speaks of the Gentiles (as did the Jews).

· Festus believes that Paul’s great learning has driven him to insanity.

· Agrippa is suspicious that Paul is trying to convert him.  

· The leaders confer and say that Paul could have been set free had he not appealed to Caesar.

Chapter 27:  The storm and the shipwreck

Important incidents:

27:1-8 Various sea travels

27:9-12 Paul warns of a shipwreck

27:13-26 Paul and the crew encounter a storm

27:27-44 Paul and the crew abandon ship

Observations/questions:

· Again, Paul is ministered to by his friends—his physical needs were cared for.

· Those on the ship followed the opinion of the majority—not Paul’s message from God.

· He crew had a moment of disillusionment, “They thought they had obtained what they wanted” (13).

· God did not use Paul until after they had given up hope (20).

· Paul shares the message he received from an angel to encourage the men.

· Paul claims that faith equals courage.

· The men were encouraged by the simple act of eating.

· Even though Paul is a prison, he is suddenly treated with respect and the men look to him for leadership.

· Hey were saved on the wreckage of that which they thought would save them in the first place.  Their security was in the boat.

Chapter 28:  Paul the Roman minister

Important incidents:

28:1-6 Paul is thought a god on the Island of Malta

28:7-10 Paul performs miracles on the island

28:11-16 Paul finally reaches Rome

28:17-22 Paul explains why he is imprisoned

28:23-28 Paul preached in Rome under guard

28:29-31 The next two years of Paul’s life

Observations/questions:

· Now Paul gets to minister in Malta as well!

· The people of Malta go from thinking he is a murderer to a god.

· What must have the guards been thinking as Paul is healing the sick?

· Luke is very detailed in his description of the ship that they take—what was the significance of this ship?

· There are specific times throughout Acts where Paul is encouraged (15).

· Paul gathers the Jewish leaders to explain to them the reason for his chains.

· The reason Paul gives is his hope in God.

· The Jews want to listen to Paul out of curiosity—God will use many things to get the Gospel out to people.

· Paul spoke from morning until night, day after day.  

· Luke does not record anyone rebuking Paul when he speaks of the Gentiles.

· Paul remains in Rome for two years, preaching boldly and without hindrance.

· What happened next?  What happened with the trial?
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